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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



Please amend claims 1, 5, 7, 10-16, 18, 20, 22-26, 28, 31, and 32. Please 
cancel claims 27, 29, and 30 without prejudice or disclaimer and add new claim 33. 
Deletions appear in str i k e through font , and additions are underlined . This listing of 
claims below will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the application. 

Complete listing of claims 

1 . (Currently amended) A compound of formula I 



wherein: 

each of A, B, D and E independently represents a nitrogen atom or a -CR r 
group, with the proviso that at least one of A, B, D or E is a nitrogen atom; 

Ri represents a hydrogen or a halogen atom, or a hydroxy, alky I, alkenyl, 

alkynyl, alkoxy, alkylthio, amino, monalkyalmino, dialkylamino, nitro, cyano 
or acylamino group, 




\ 
R 2 



(I) 
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wherein at he hydrocarbon chain in R i chains of thes o groups b e ing is 
optionally substituted by one or more further substituents s ele ct e d chosen 
from halogen, hydroxy, oxo, alkoxy, alkylthio, acylamino, phenyl, 
alkoxycarbonyl, amino, monoalkylamino, dialkylamino and 
hydroxycarbonyl groups; 

R 2 represents a hydrogen atom or a group of formula L 3 -(W 2 ) P 

Li, L 2 and L 3 each independently represents a single bond or an acyclic, straight 
or branched, saturated or unsaturated hydrocarbon chain having from 1 to 
10 carbon atoms, optionally containing 1 to 3 groups independently 
s ele ct e d chosen f rom -S-, -O- of-and_-NR 3 -, which replace a 
corresponding number of non-adjacent carbon atoms, ar*d- 
wherein 

R 3 is chosen s ele ct e d from hydrogen e ^and an alkyl group; and 

wherein tbe-a hydrocarbon chain in U, L? _or U being- is optionally 
substituted by one or more substituents chosen s ele ct e d from halogen, 
hydroxy, oxo, acylamino, phenyl, alkoxycarbonyl and hydroxycarbonyl 
groups; 

R 4 and R 5 each independently represents a hydrogen or halogen atom, a hydroxy 
group, or a group chosen s e l e ct e d from on e of alkyl, alkoxy, alkenyl, 
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alkynyl e ^and p henyl, wherein each of said alkvl. alkoxv. alkenvl. alkvnyl 
or phenyl groups w hieh-is independently optionally substituted by one or 
more substituents chosen s e l e ct e d f ronv halogen, hydroxy, oxo, alkoxy, 
alkylthio, acylamino, phenyl, alkoxycarbonyl, amino, monoalkylamino, 
dialkylamino and hydroxycarbonyl groups; 

X represents -O- or -NR 6 -; 

R 6 and R 7 each independently represents a hydrogen atom, a group of formula 
-(CH 2 ) m - W 3 or a group chosen ooloctod f rom alkyl, alkenyl ef -and alkvnyl, 
wfrieh -wherein each of said alkvl. alkenvl or alkvnyl groups is 
independently optionally substituted by one or more substituents chosen 
s ele ct e d f rom -(CH 2 ) m -W 3 , -0-(CH 2 )m-W 3 , S-(CH 2 ) m -W3, -NR 3 -(CH 2 ) m -W 3) 
hydroxy, oxo, halogen, alkoxy, alkylthio, amino, monoalkylamino, and 
dialkylamino; 

wherein each of the alkyl chains in the alkoxy, alkylthio, monoalkylamino 
and dialkylamino substituents being- is independently optionally substituted 
by one or more further substituents chosen soloctod f rom -(CH 2 ) m -W 3 , 
hydroxy, oxo, halogen, alkoxy, alkylthio, amino, monoalkylamino and 
dialkylamino groups; 

Wi, W 2 and W 3 each independently represents a 3- to 7-membered aromatic or 
nonaromatic cyclic group containing from 0 to 4 heteroatoms chosen 
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col o ct e d from N, O and S, whic hwherein the 3- to 7-membered aromatic 
or nonaromatic cyclic group is independently optionally fused to another 3- 
to 7-membered aromatic or non-aromatic cyclic group containing from 0 to 
4 heteroatoms chosen s e l e ct e d f rom N, O and S; 
wherein t fre -each cyclic sfoup sgroup is independently bemg-optionally 
substituted by one or more substituents chosen so l octod from halogen, 
alkyl, alkenyl, alkynyl, aryl, cycloalkyl, heteroaryl, heterocyclic, hydroxy, 
alkylenedioxy, alkoxy, alkylthio, amino, monoalkylamino, dialkylamino, 
nitro, cyano, oxo, hydroxycarbonyl, alkylcarbonyl, alkoxycarbonyl, 
acylamino, carbamoyl, and alkylcarbamoyl groups; 
wherein each of the hydrocarbon chains and the cyclic moieties of these 
substituents beine -is independently optionally substituted by one or more 
further substituents chosen s ele ct e d from halogen, hydroxy, oxo, alkoxy, 
alkylthio, acylamino, carbamoyl, alkylcarbamoyl, hydroxyalkoxy, phenyl, 
alkoxycarbonyl, amino, monoalkylamino, dialkylamino and 
hydroxycarbonyl groups; 

m is an integer from 0 to 4 
n and p are independently 0 or 1 
q is an integer from 1 to 9 

and N oxid e s or a N-oxide aftd -or a pharmaceutical^ acceptable sa l t s salt 
thereof, 
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with the proviso that the compound of formula I is not the tert-butyl ester of 
4-(5-amino-1H-pyrrolo[3,2-b]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidine-1-carboxylic acid. 

2. (Original) A compound according to claim 1 , wherein only one or two of A, B, D 
or E is a nitrogen atom. 

3. (Original) A compound according to claim 2, wherein only one of D or E is a 
nitrogen atom. 

4. (Original) A compound according to claim 2, wherein only two of A, B, D or E is a 
nitrogen atom, the nitrogen atoms being at positions A and D or B and E. 

5. (Currently amended) A compound according to any one of th o prec e ding c l a i ms 
claim 1 . w herein each Ri, is independently chosen s ele ct e d from a hydrogen 
atom, e f a halogen atom A ©F-an alkvl group , ©f-andanalkoxy group. 

6. (Original) A compound according to claim 5, wherein Ri, is hydrogen, chlorine, 
fluorine or methoxy. 

7. (Currently amended) A compound according to any ono of tho procod i ng cla i ms 
claim 1 . w herein each of Li, L 2 and L 3 independently represents a single bond or 
an alkyl, oxyalkyl, aminoalkyl, thioalkyl or alkoxyalkyl group. 



-8- 



Attorney Docket No. 09605.0001 



8. (Original) A compound according to claim 7, wherein Li is an alkyl, oxyalkyl, 
aminoalkyl or thioalkyl group; L 2 is a single bond or an alkyl group; and L3 is a 
single bond or an alkyl, oxyalkyl or alkoxyalkyl group. 

9. (Original) A compound according to claim 8, wherein Li is methyl, ethyl, n- 
propyl, oxyethyl, oxypropyl, aminoethyl or thioethyl ; L2 is a single bond, methyl or 
ethyl ; and L 3 is a single bond, methyl, ethyl, n-propyl, isopropyl, butyl, oxyethyl, 
methoxyethyl or ethoxyethyl. 

10. (Currently amended) A compound according to claim 1. any one of tho 
prec e d i ng c l a i ms wherein W1 is an aromatic monocyclic group A which is 
optionally substituted by one or more substituents chosen s ele cted from halogen 
atoms, alkyl of -and alkoxv groups. 

1 1 . (Currently amended) A compound according to claim ^0 ± wherein W1 is a 
phenyl, furanyl or thienyl group, and wherein W 1 is optionally substituted by one 
or more substituents chosen s e l e ct e d from fluorine, chlorine, bromine, methyl ef- 
and methoxv. 

12. (Currently amended) A compound according to claim 1 , any on e of claims 1 to 9 
wherein n is 0. 
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14. 



15. 



16. 



(Currently amended) A compound according to claim 1, any one of th e 
pr e c e ding claims w herein W2 is a cycloalkyl group, a phenyl group, or a 5- or 6- 
membered heterocyclyl group, and wherein W? is optionally substituted by one or 
more substituents chosen s e l e ct e d from halogen, alkyl of -and alkoxv. 

(Currently amended) A compound according to claim 13, wherein W 2 is a cyclic 
group chosen s e l e ct e d from cyclopropyl, cyclobutyl, cyclopentyl, phenyl, 
tetrahydropyranyl, furanyl, thienyl, pyrrolyl, pyridinyl, oxetanyl or -and dioxanyl, 
and is optionally substituted by one or more substituents chosen s e l e cted from 
fluorine, chlorine, bromine, methyl, ethyl o ^and methoxv. 

(Currently amended) A compound according to claim 1 . any ono of c l aims 1 to 12 
wherein p is 0 or R 2 is hydrogen. 

(Currently amended) A compound according to claim 1, any on e of th e 
proced i ng claims wherein R 4 and R 5 each independently represents a hydrogen 




or halogen atom, a C1-C4 alkyl group or a phenyl group, which is optionally 
substituted by one or more substituents s el ect e d chosen from halogen, alkyl of 
and alkoxv. 

(Original) A compound according to claim 16, wherein R 4 and R 5 are both 
hydrogen. 
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18. (Currently amended) A compound according to claim 1, any on e of th e 
proooding cla i ms w herein X is -O- and R 7 is hydrogen, alkyl or a -(CH 2 ) n -phenyl 
group, and wherein n is 0 or 1 . 

19. (Original) A compound according to claim 18, wherein R 7 is hydrogen, methyl, 
ethyl, tert-butyl, phenyl or benzyl. 

20. (Currently amended) A compound according to claim 1, anv ono of claims 1 to 17 
wherein X is -N-R 6 , and R 6 and R 7 are independently hydrogen, alkyl or a 
-(CH 2 ) n -phenyl group, and w herein n is 0 or 1. 

21 . (Original) A compound according to claim 20, wherein R 6 and R 7 are 
independently hydrogen, methyl, ethyl, tert-butyl, phenyl or benzyl. 

22. (Currently amended) A compound according to claim 1 . wh i ch is one o f chosen 
from: 

3-{4-[1-(2-methoxyethyl)-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl]piperidin-1-ylmethyl} 
benzoic acid; 

3-[4-(1-furan-3-ylmethyl-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl) piperidin-1- 
ylmethyl]benzoic acid; 

2-{2-[4-(1-furan-3-ylmethyl-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl)piperdine-1- 
yl]ethoxy}benzoic acid; 
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3^4-[1-(2^thoxyethyl)-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridine-3-yl]piperidin-1-ylmethyl} 
benzoic acid; 

5-{4-[1 -(2-ethoxyethyl)-1 H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridine-1 -ylmethyl}-2-methoxybenzoic 
acid; 

2-(2-{4-[1 -(2-ethoxyethyl)-1 H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl]piperidin-1 -ylethoxy) 
benzoic acid; 

5-[4-(1-furan-3-ylmethyl-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidin-1-ylmethyl]-2- 
methoxybenzoic acid; 

2- {2-[4-(1 -furan-2-ylmethyl-1 H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidin-1 -yl]-ethoxy}- 
benzoic acid; 

3- [4-( 1 -f u ran-2-ylmethyl-1 H-pyrrolo[2 , 3-b]pyrid i n-3-yl)-piperid in- 1 -ylmethyl]- 
benzoic acid; 

5-[4-(1-furan-2-ylmethyl-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidin-1-ylmethyl]- 
2methoxy- benzoic acid; 

2- {2-[4-(1-thiophen-2-ylmethyl-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidin-1-yl]- 
ethoxy}- benzoic acid; 

3- [4-(1-thiophen-2-ylmethyl-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl)-piperdin-1-ylmethyl]- 
benzoic acid; 

2-methoxy-5-[4-(1-thiophen-2-ylmethyl-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidin-1- 
ylmethyl]- benzoic acid; 

2-{2-[4-(1 -thiophen-3-ylmethyl-1 H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidin-1 -yl- 
ethoxy}- benzoic acid; 
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3-[4-(14hiophen-3-ylmethyl-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidin-1-ylmethyl]- 
benzoic acid; 

2-methoxy-5-[4-(1-thiophen-3-ylmethyl-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidin-1- 
ylmethyl]- benzoic acid; 

2- (2-{4-[1-(5-chlorothiophen-2-ylmethyl)-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl]-piperidin-1- 
yl}- ethoxy) -benzoic acid; 

3- {4-[1-(5-chlorothiophen-2-ylmethyl)-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl]-piperidin-1- 
ylmethyl}- benzoic acid; 

5-{4-[1 -(5-chlorothiophen-2-ylmethyl)-1 H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl]-piperidin-1 - 
ylmethyl}-2- methoxybenzoic acid; 

2-(2-{4-[1-(2-methoxyethyl)-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl]-piperidin-1-yl}-ethoxy)- 
benzoic acid; 

2-methoxy-5- 4-[1-(2-methoxyethyl)-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl]-piperidin-1- 
ylmethyl}- benzoic acid; 

2,4-dimethoxy-3-{4-[1-(2-methoxyethyl)-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl]-piperidin-1- 
ylmethyl}-benzoic acid; 

2-methoxy-6-(2-{4-[1-(2-methoxyethyl)-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl]-piperidin-1- 
yl}- ethoxy) -benzoic acid; 

5-[4-(1-butyl-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidin-1-ylmethyl]-2- 
methoxybenzoic acid; 

2- {2-[4-(1-butyl-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidin-1-yl]-ethoxy}-benzoic acid; 

3- [4-(1-butyl-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidin-1-ylmethyl]-benzoic acid 
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242-[4-(1-cyclopropylmethyl-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl)-p 
benzoic acid; 

3-[4-(1-cyclopropylmethyl-1H-pyrro^^ 
benzoic acid; 

5-[4-(1 -cyclopropylmethyl-1 H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidin-1 -ylmethyl]-2- 
methoxybenzoic acid; 

2- {2-[4-(1-isopropyl-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]p^^ 
acid; 

3- [4-(1-isopropyl-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyr^ acid; 
5-[4-(1-isopropyl-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyr^^ 

methoxybenzoic acid; 
2-(2-{4-[1-(4-fluorobenzyl)-1H-pyrro^ 
benzoic acid; 

4- {4-[1-(4-fluorobenzylH acid ^ 
(2-{4-[1-(4-fluorobenzyl)-1H-pyrrol^^^ 

acetic acid; 

2-(2-{4-[1-(2-ethoxyethyl)-1 ^ 
methoxybenzoic acid; 
2-(2-{4-[1-(2-ethoxyethyl)-1H-pyrrolo[2,^^^ 
methoxybenzoic acid; 

4-chloro-2-(2-{4-[1 -(2-ethoxyethyl)-1 H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl]-piperidin-1 -yl}- 
ethoxy)- benzoic acid; 
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5-{4-[1 -(2-ethoxyethyl)-1 H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl]-piperidin-1 -ylmethyl}-2- 
fluorobenzoic acid; 

3-{4-[1-(2-ethoxyethyl)-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl]-piperidin-1-ylmethyl}-2- 
methoxybenzoic acid; 

3- {4-[1 -(2-ethoxyethyl)-1 H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl]-piperidin-1 -ylmethyl}-2, 4- 
dimethoxybenzoic acid; 

2-(2-{4-[1-(2-ethoxyethyl)-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl]-piperidin-1-yl}-ethoxy)-6- 
methoxybenzoic acid; 

2-{2-[4-(1 -f uran-3-ylmethyl-1 H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidin-1 -yl]-ethoxy}-4- 
methoxybenzoic acid; 

4- chloro-2-{2-[4-(1 -furan-3-ylmethyl-1 H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidin-1 -yl]- 
ethoxy}- benzoic acid; 

2-fluoro-5-[4-(1-furan-3-ylmethyl-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidin-1- 
ylmethyl]- benzoic acid; 

2- {2-[4-(1-furan-3-ylmethyl-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidin-1-yl]-ethoxy}-3- 
methoxybenzoic acid; 

3- [4-(1 -furan-3-ylmethyl-1 H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidin-1 -yl]-ethoxy}-2- 
methoxybenzoic acid; 

3-[4-(1 -furan-3-ylmethyl-1 H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidin-1 -ylmethyl]-2, 4- 
dimethoxybenzoic acid; 

2-{2-[4-(1 -furan-3-ylmethyl-1 H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidin-1 -yl]-ethoxy}-6- 
methoxybenzoic acid; 
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2-{2-[4-(1 -furan-2-ylmethyl-1 H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidin-1 -yl]-ethoxy}-4- 
methoxybenzoic acid; 

2-{2-[4-(1 -furan-2-ylmethyl-1 H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidin-1 -yl]-ethoxy}-3- 
methoxybenzoic acid; 

4-chloro-2^2-[4-(1-furan-2-ylmethyl-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidin-1-yl]- 
ethoxy}- benzoic acid; 

2-fluoro-5-[4-(1-furan-2-ylmethyl-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidin-1- 
ylmethyl]- benzoic acid; 
2-(2-{4-[1-(5-chlorothiophen-2-ylmethyl)-1H-py^ 
yl}- ethoxy) -3-methoxybenzoic acid; 

2- (2-{4-[1 -(5-chlorothiophen-2-ylmethyl)-1 H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl]-piperidin-1 - 
yl}-ethoxy)-4-methoxybenzoic acid; 

4- chloro-2-(2- 4-[1-(5-chlorothiophen-2-ylmethyl)-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl]- 
piperidin-1-yl}-ethoxy)-benzoic acid; 

5- {4-[1-(5-chlorothiophen-2-ylmethyl)-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl]-piperidin-1- 
ylmethyl}-2- fluorobenzoic acid; 

3- 4-[1-(5-chlorothiophen-2-ylmethyl)-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl]-piperidin-1- 
ylmethyl}-2- methoxybenzoic acid; 

3-{4-[1 -(5-chlorothiophen-2-ylmethyl)-1 H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl]-piperidin-1 - 
ylmethyl}- 2,4-dimethoxybenzoic acid; 

2-2-{4-[1-(5-chlorothiophen-2-ylmethyl)-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl]-piperidin-1- 
yl}- ethoxy) -6-methoxybenzoic acid; 
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2-{2-[4-(1 -butyl-1 H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidin-1 -yl]-ethoxy} 4- 
methoxybenzoic acid; 

2-{2-[4-(1 -butyl-1 H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidin-1-yl]-ethoxy}-3- 
methoxybenzoic acid; 

2- {2-[4-(1 -butyl-1 H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidin-1 -yl]-ethoxy}-4- 
chlorobenzoic acid; 

5-[4-(1 -butyl-1 H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidin-1 -ylmethyl]-2-fluorobenzoic 
acid; 

3- [4-(1 -butyl-1 H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidin-1-ylmethyl]-2- 
methoxybenzoic acid ; 

3- [4-(1-butyl-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidin-1-ylmethyl]-2, 4- 
dimethoxybenzoic acid; 

2-{2-[4-(1 -butyl-1 H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidin-1-yl]-ethoxy}-6- 
methoxybenzoic acid; 

2-{2-[4-(1-pyridin-2-ylmethyl-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidin-1-yl]-ethoxy}- 
benzoic acid; 

4- [4-(1 -pyridin-2-ylmethyl-1 H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidin-1 -yl]-butyric 
acid; 

2-(2-{4-[1 -(2-ethoxyethyl)-1 H-pyrrolo[2,3-c]pyridin-3-yl]-piperidin-1 -yl}-ethoxy)- 
benzoic acid; 

2-(2-{4-[1-(2-ethoxyethyl)-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-c]pyridin-3-yl]-piperidin-1-yl}-ethoxy)-3- 
methoxybenzoic acid; 
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2-(2-{4-[1 -(2-ethoxyethyl)-1 H-pyrrolo[2,3-c]pyridin-3-yl]-piperidin-1 -yl}-ethoxy)-4- 
methoxybenzoic acid; 

4- chloro-2-(2-{4-[1 -(2-ethoxyethyl)-1 H-pyrrolo[2,3-c]pyridin-3-yl]-piperidin-1 -yl}- 
ethoxy)- benzoic acid; 

5- {4-[1-(2-ethoxyethyl)-1H-pyrrolo[2 l 3-c]pyridin-3-yl]-piperidin-1-ylmethyl}-2- 
methoxybenzoic acid; 

4- bromo-3-{4-[1-(2-ethoxyethyl)-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-c]pyridin-3-yl]-piperidin-1- 
ylmethylj-benzoic acid; 

2-{2-[4-(1 -furan-3-ylmethyl-1 H-pyrrolo[2,3-c]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidin-1 -yl]ethoxy}-4- 
methoxybenzoic acid; 

2- {2-[4-(1 -furan-3-ylmethyl-1 H-pyrrolo[2,3-c]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidin-1 -yl]-ethoxy}- 
benzoic acid; 

5- [4-(1 -furan-3-ylmethyl-1 H-pyrrolo[2,3-c]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidin-1 -ylmethyl]-2- 
methoxybenzoic acid; 

3- [4-(1-furan-3-ylmethyl-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-c]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidin-1-ylmethyl]-2- 
methoxybenzoic acid; 

4- chloro-2-{2-[4-(1-furan-3-ylmethyl-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-c]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidin-1-yl]- 
ethoxy} benzoic acid; 

2-{2-[4-(1 -butyl-1 H-pyrrolo[2,3-c]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidin-1 -yl]-ethoxy}-benzoic acid; 
2-{2-[4-(1 -butyl-1 H-pyrrolo[2,3-c]pyridin-3-yi)-piperidin-1 -yl]-ethoxy}-3methoxy- 
benzoic acid; 

2-{2-[4-(1 -butyl-1 H-pyrrolo[2,3-c]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidin-1 -yl]-ethoxy}-4methoxy- 
benzoic acid; 
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2- {2-[4-(1 -butyl-1 H-pyrrolo[2,3-c]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidin-1 -yi]-ethoxy}-4- 
chlorobenzoic acid; 

5-[4-(1 -butyl-1 H-pyrrolo[2,3-c]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidin-1-ylmethyl]-2- 
methoxybenzoic acid; 

4- bromo-3-[4-(1 -butyl-1 H-pyrrolo[2,3-c]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidin-1 -ylmethyl]-benzoic 
acid; 

3- [4-(1 -butyl-1 H-pyrrolo[2,3-c]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidin-1-ylmethyl]-benzoic acid; 

5- {4-[1-(5-chlorothiophen-2-ylmethyl)-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-c]pyridin-3-yl]-piperidin-1- 
ylmethyl}-2-methoxybenzoic acid; 

2-(2-{4-[1-(5-chlorothiophen-2-ylmethyl)-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-c]pyridin-3-yl]-piperidin-1- 
yl}-ethoxy)-benzoic acid; 

2-(2-{4-[1 -(5-chlorothiophen-2-ylmethyl)-1 H-pyrrolo[2,3-c]pyridin-3-yl]-piperidin-1 - 
yl}-ethoxy)-3-methoxybenzoic acid; 

2-(2-{4-[1-(5-chlorothiophen-2-ylmethyl)-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-c]pyridin-3-yl]-piperidin-1- 
yl}-ethoxy)-4-methoxybenzoic acid; 

4- chloro-2-(2-{4-[1-(5-chlorothiophen-2-ylmethyl)-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-c]pyridin-3-yl]- 
piperidin-1-yl}-ethoxy)-benzoic acid; 

(2-{4-[1 -(5-chlorothiophen-2-ylmethyl)-1 H-pyrrolo[2,3-c]pyridin-3-yl]-piperidin-1 - 
yl}-ethoxy)-acetic acid; 

2-{2-[4-[1-thiophen-2-ylmethyl)-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-c]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidin-1-yl]- 
ethoxyj-benzoic acid; 

2-{2-[4-(1 -furan-2-ylmethyl-1 H-pyrrolo[2,3-c]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidin-1 -yl]ethoxy}- 
benzoic acid; 
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5-[4-(1-furan-2-ylmethyl-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-c]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidin-1-ylmethyl]-2- 
methoxybenzoic acid; 

4- methoxy-2-{2-[4-(1-thiophen-3-ylmethyl-1H-pyrrolo[2 ) 3-c]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidin- 

1- yl]-ethoxy}-benzoic acid; 

2- methoxy-5-[4-(1 -thiophen-3-ylmethyl-1 H-pyrrolo[2,3-c]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidin-1 - 
ylmethyl]- benzoic acid; 

2-(2-{4-(1 -(2-methoxyethyl)-1 H-pyrrolo[2,3-c]pyridin-3-yl]-piperidin-1 -yl}-ethoxy)- 
benzoic acid; 

2- (2-{4-[1 -(2-ethoxyethyl)-7-hydroxy-1 H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl]-piperidin-1 -yl}- 
ethoxy)- benzoic acid; 

3- {4-[ 1 -(2-methoxyethyl)- 1 H-pyrrolo[2 , 3-b]pyridin-3-yl]piperid in- 1 -ylmethyl} 
benzoic acid ethyl ester; 

3-[4-(1-furan-3-ylmethyl-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl) piperidin-1- 
ylmethyl]benzoic acid methyl ester; 

2- {2-[4-(1-furan-3-ylmethyl-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl) piperidine-1-yl]ethoxy} 
benzoic acid methyl ester; 

3- {4-[1-(2-ethoxyethyl)-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridine-3-yl]piperidin-1-ylmethyl} 
benzoic acid methyl ester; 

5- {4-[1-(2-ethoxyethyl)-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridine-1-ylmethyl}-2-methoxybenzoic 
acid ethyl ester; 

2-(2-{4-[1 -(2-ethoxyethyl)-1 H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl]piperidin-1 - 
ylethoxy)benzoic acid methyl ester; 
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5-[4-(1-furan-3-ylmethyl-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidin-1-ylmethyl]-2- 
methoxybenzoic acid ethyl ester; 

2-(2-{4-[1-(5-chlorothiophen-2-ylmethyl)-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl]-piperidin-1- 
yl}-ethoxy)-benzoic acid methyl ester; 

5-[4-(1-butyl-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidin-1-ylmethyl]-2- 
methoxybenzoic acid ethyl ester; 

2-(2-{4-[1 -(2-ethoxyethyl)-1 H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl]-piperidin-1 -yl}-ethoxy)-4- 
methoxybenzoic acid methyl ester; 

2-(2-{4-[1 -(2-ethoxyethyl)-1 H-pyrrolo[2,3-c]pyridin-3-yl]-piperidin-1 -yl}-ethoxy)- 
benzoic acid methyl ester; 

2-{2-[4-(1 -furan-3-ylmethyl-1 H-pyrrolo[2,3-c]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidin-1 -yl]-ethoxy}-4- 
methoxy-benzoic acid methyl ester; 

2-{2-[4-(1 -butyl-1 H-pyrrolo[2,3-c]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidin-1 -yl]-ethoxy}-benzoic acid 
methyl ester; 

5-{4-[1-(5-chlorothiophen-2-ylmethyl)-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-c]pyridin-3-yl]-piperidin-1- 
ylmethyl}-2-methoxybenzoic acid ethyl ester; 

4-(1-furan-3-ylmethyl-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidine-1-carboxylic acid 
tert-butyl ester; 

4-(1-furan-3-ylmethyl-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidine-1-carboxylic acid 
ethyl ester; 

4-[1 -(5-chlorothiophen-2-ylmethyl)-1 H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl]-piperidine-1 - 
carboxylic acid tert-butyl ester; 

4-(1 -butyl-1 H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidine-1-carboxylic acid ethyl ester; 
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4-[1-(2-ethoxyethyl)-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-c]pyridin-3-yl]-piperidine-1-carboxylic acid 
ethyl ester; 

4-(1-furan-3-ylmethyl-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-c]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidine-1-carboxylic acid 
ethyl ester; 

4-(1-butyl-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-c]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidine-1-carboxylic acid ethyl ester; 
4-[1-(5-chlorothiophen-2-ylmethyl)-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-c]pyridin-3-yl]-piperidine-1- 
carboxylic acid ethyl ester; 

4-(1-furan-3-ylmethyl-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidine-1-carboxylic acid 
ter-butyl ester; 

4-(1-furan-3-ylmethyl-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidine-1-carboxylic acid 
ethyl ester; 

4-[1-(5-chlorothiophen-2-ylmethyl)-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl]-piperidine-1- 
carboxylic acid ter-butyl ester; 

4-(1-butyl-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-b]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidine-1-carboxylic acid ethyl ester 4- 
[1-(2-ethoxyethyl)-1 H-pyrrolo[2,3-c]pyridin-3-yl]-piperidine-1-carboxylic acid ethyl 
ester; 

4-(1-furan-3-ylmethyl-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-c]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidine-1-carboxylic acid 
ethyl ester; 

4-(1-butyl-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-c]pyridin-3-yl)-piperidine-1-carboxylic acid ethyl ester^ 
and 

4-[1-(5-chlorothiophen-2-ylmethyl)-1H-pyrrolo[2,3-c]pyridin-3-yl]-piperidine-1- 
carboxylic acid ethyl ester; 

or a N-oxide or a pharmaceutical^ acceptable salt thereof . 
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(Currently amended) A process for producing a compound of formula las 
claimed in claim 1 . comprising as d e f i n e d in any on e of th e pr e c e d i ng claims, 
which process comprises alkylating a compound of formula X 

H 

/ 




whoroin A, B, D, E, R a , R 47 -R § and q aro as d e f i n e d in any on e of the pr e c e d i ng 
c l aims, w ith a reactive intermediate of general formula XI 

Y^^vtfnY*^ <XI> 

o 

wherein n, X and R? ar e as d e f i n e d i n any on e of the pr e c e d i ng 

claims abov e and Y is a leaving group, and 
optionally converting the product of the alkvlation reaction into the corresponding 
N-oxide or pharmaceutical^ acceptable salt thereof, such as a ch l orin e or a 
bromin e atom or a m e than e sulphonat e , p - to l u e n e su l phonate or a b e nzen e 
su l phonato group. 
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24. (Currently amended) A process according to claim 23 for furthef-obtaining thos e 
a compound compounds of formu l a I w herein X is oxygen T and R? is hydrogen, 
comprising and A, B, D, E, U, U. Ra, Ra i-Rs , q. WV, and n ar e as d e fined in cla i m 
25, wh i ch process comprises th e hvdrolvois o f hvdrolvzinq the corresponding 
compound of formula I wherein 

Ry .is as dofinod i n c l aim 1 represents a hydrogen atom, a group of formula 

-(Cl-bU- WjOr a group chosen from alkvl. alkenvl and alkvnvl. wherein R? 
is optionally substituted bv one or more substituents chosen from 
-(CH^m-W*. -CMChbU-W*. .S-(CrUn-W a . -NR v (CHA n-W 3 . hydroxy, oxo. 
halogen, alkoxv. alkvlthio. amino, monoalkvlamino. and dialkvlamino; 

wherein each of the alkvl chains in the alkoxv. alkvlthio. monoalkvlamino 
and dialkvlamino substituents is independently optionally substituted bv 
one or more further substituents chosen from -(CHpW-Ws. hydroxy, oxo. 
halogen, alkoxv. alkvlthio. amino, monoalkvlamino and dialkvlamino 
groups . 

25. (Currently amended) A process according to claim 23, wherein the compound of 
formula X is obtained by deprotection of a compound of formula XX 
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R 2 

wherein A, B, D, E, Ra, R 47 -R§ and q ar e ao defined i n any ono of tho preced i ng 
cla i ms and Rs represents an ethyl or tert-butyl group. 
(Currently amended) A compound of formula X 



H 

/ 




R 2 



wherein A, B, D, E, R a , R 4 t-R § and q ar e as d e fin e d in any on e of tho pr e ced i ng 
c l aims, 

each of A, B, D and E independently represents a nitrogen atom or a -CRi- 
qroup. with the proviso that at least one of A. B, D or E is a nitrogen atom; 
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Ri represents a hydrogen or a halogen atom, or a hydroxy, alkvl. alkenvl, 

alkvnvL alkoxv. alkvlthio. amino, monalkvalmino, dialkvlamino, nitro. cvano 
or acvlamino group. 

wherein a hydrocarbon chain in R i is optionally substituted by one or more 
further substituents chosen from halogen, hydroxy, oxo, alkoxv. alkvlthio, 
acylamino. phenyl, alkoxycarbonyl. amino, monoalkylamino, dialkvlamino 
and hvdroxvcarbonvl groups; 

R? represents a hydrogen atom or a group of formula U-(W?V 
wherein 

U represents a single bond or an acyclic, straight or branched, 

saturated or unsaturated hydrocarbon chain having from 1 to 10 
carbon atoms, optionally containing 1 to 3 groups independently 
chosen from -S-, -O- and -NRy, which replace a corresponding 
number of non-adjacent carbon atoms, 
wherein 

Rg is chosen from hydrogen and an alkvl group; and 

wherein a hydrocarbon chain in U is optionally substituted bv one 
or more substituents chosen from halogen, hydroxy, oxo, 
acvlamino. phenyl, alkoxycarbonyl and hvdroxvcarbonvl groups; 
W? represents a 3- to 7-membered aromatic or nonaromatic cyclic 

group containing from 0 to 4 heteroatoms chosen from N. O and S. 
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wherein the 3- to 7-membered aromatic or nonaromatic cyclic is 
optionally fused to another 3- to 7-membered aromatic or non- 
aromatic cyclic group containing from 0 to 4 heteroatoms chosen 
from N, O and S; 

wherein each cyclic group is independently optionally substituted by 
one or more substituents chosen from halogen, alkyl, alkenyl, 
alkvnvl, arvl, cvcloalkvl. heteroarvl. heterocyclic, hydroxy, 
alkvlenedioxv, alkoxv, alkylthio, amino, monoalkvlamino, 
dialkvlamino, nitro, cvano, oxo, hvdroxvcarbonvl, alkvlcarbonvl, 
alkoxvcarbonvl, acvlamino, carbamoyl, and alkvlcarbamovl groups; 

wherein each of the hydrocarbon chains and the cyclic moieties of 
these substituents is independently optionally substituted bv one or 
more further substituents chosen from halogen, hydroxy, oxo, 
alkoxv, alkylthio, acvlamino, carbamoyl, alkvlcarbamovl, 
hvdroxvalkoxv, phenyl, alkoxvcarbonvl, amino, monoalkvlamino, 
dialkvlamino and hvdroxvcarbonvl groups; 
p is 0 or 1 

R^and Rs each independently represents a hydrogen or halogen atom, a hydroxy 
group, or a group chosen from alkvl, alkoxv, alkenyl, alkvnvl and phenyl, 
wherein each of said alkyl, alkoxv, alkenyl, alkynyl, or phenyl is 
independently optionally substituted bv one or more substituents chosen 
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from halogen, hydroxy, oxo. alkoxv. alkvlthio. acvlamino. phenyl, 
alkoxvcarbonvl. amino, monoalkvlamino. dialkvlamino and 
hvdroxvcarbonvl groups; 
g is an integer from 1 to 9; 

or a N-oxide and or a pharmaceutical^ acceptable salts salt thereof; 

with the proviso that when A is a nitrogen atom; B is a -CRi. group ; D and E are 

both -CH-; and R 2 , R^and R 5l are all hydrogen, then Ri cannot be an acylamino 

group. 

27. (Cancelled) 

28. (Currently amended) A pharmaceutical composition comprising a compound as 
d e f i n e d i n anv on e of cla i ms 1 to 22 m i x e d w i th claimed in claim 1 and a 
pharmaceutical^ acceptable diluent or carrier. 

29. (Cancelled) 

30. (Cancelled) 

31 . (Currently amended) A method for treating a subject afflicted with a pathological 
condition or disease susceptible to amelioration by antagonism of Hi histamine 
receptors, which comprises comprising administering to said subject an effective 
amount of a compound as d e f i n e d in anv one of c l a i ms 1 to 22 claimed in claim 1 . 
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32. (Currently amended) A method according to claim 31 , wherein the pathological 
condition or disease is chosen from bronchial asthma, allergic rhinitis, 
conjunctivitis, dermatitis, urticaria ef ^and any other allergic disease. 



33. (New) A process according to claim 23, wherein the leaving group is chosen from 
chlorine, bromine, a methane sulphonate group, a p-toluene sulphonate group 
and a benzene sulphonate group. 
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